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Date of birth – April, 6, 1957.

1981 – graduate of Kharkov Law Institute.
1991 – graduate of Odessa Institute of Politology and Social 
Management.
1982 – 1987 – Chairman of the Pridneprovsky District Court of 
Cherkassy.
1987 – 1990 – Head of department of administrative and trade-
financial bodies of Cherkassy municipal committee of the Communist 
party of Ukraine.
1994 – 2002 – twice elected mayor of Cherkassy.
1998 – 1999 – member of Congress of Local and Regional Authorities 
of the Council of Europe.
1998 – 2000 –President of Assossiation of cities of Ukraine.
1999 – Ukrainian Presidential candidate. Member of Kanev four.
2006 – 2014 – People’s deputy of the V, VI, VII convocations, first 
deputy of the Committee of the Verkhovna Rada on legal support of 
law enforcement activities.
2012 – 2014 –Senior officer of the permanent delegation of  the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly.

In opposition to the current regime in Ukraine.
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Chronicle of the coup in Ukraine as 
seen by a citizen and a lawyer.

There took place a change of power in Ukraine in February 2014 
interpreted by many people in a diff erent way. Some speak about a coup, 
other call it “the Revolution of Dignity”, which is supposed to have been 
executed in strict accordance with the Constitution. The European Union 
fi nds no break of law in the change of power in Ukraine.

Let’s try to get to the core to what happened, denying emotions at 
most. We’ll follow offi  cial documents, media reports and interpret each 
event from the view of law. Fortunately my education and the rank of 
Honorable Lawyer of Ukraine enables me to charge myself with such 
responsibility and declare:

In February 2014 Ukraine suff ered

A N T I - C O N S T I T U T I O N A L 
C O U P
A N D

U S U R P A T I O N  O F  P O W E R .
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Chronicle of events

The law of Ukraine
On revival of some provisions of the 

Constitution of Ukraine
(Vedomosti of the Verkhovna Rada (VVR), 2014, №11, art.143)

The Verkhovna Rada hereby resolves:

Article 1. Reinstitute particular provisions of the Constitution of Ukraine with the 
following changes originated by the laws of Ukraine № 2222–IV dated December, 8, 
2004, № 2952–VI dated February, 1, 2011, № 586–VII dated September, 19, 2013:

Draft articles 76, 78, 81-81, 85, 87, 89, 90, 93, 98, 112-115 in the following edition:

Article 2. Laws and other legal acts shall be applied in so far as ones do not confl ict 
with the Constitution of Ukraine adopted in the fi fth session of the Verkhovna Rada 
of Ukraine on June, 28, 1996 with changes and amendments originated by the laws of 
Ukraine № 2222–IV dated December, 8, 2004, № 2952–VI dated February, 1, 2011, 
№ 586–VIIdated September, 19, 2013.

Article 3. The Verkhovna Rada of the seventh convocation elected in October 2012 
exercise powers within the provisions of the Constitution of Ukraine adopted in the 
fi fth session of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on June, 28, 1996 with changes and 
amendments originated by the laws of Ukraine № 2222–IV dated December, 8, 
2004, № 2952–VI dated February, 1, 2011, № 586–VIIdated September, 19, 2013 
until attaining power of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine elected on the last Sunday of 
October, 2017.

Article 4. Coalition of deputy fractions is formed in the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of 
the seventh convocation within ten days since the day following the day of coming into 
force of the present Law taking into consideration the decision of the Constitutional 
court of Ukraine № 11–rp/2010 dated April, 6, 2010 on constitutional proposal by 68 
people’s deputies of Ukraine on legal interpretation of provisions of part 6 article 83 of 
the Constitution of Ukraine, part 4 article 59 Rules of procedure of the Verkhovna Rada 
of Ukraine.

Article 5.Government agencies and municipalities must bring their laws and 
regulations in line with the regulations of the Constitution of Ukraine revived by the 
present Law.

Article 6. The present Law goes into eff ect since the day following the day of its 
publishing.

Acting President of Ukraine
Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
O.Turchynov

Kiev, February, 21, 2014
№ 742-VII
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Changes in the Constitution of Ukraine

So: On February 21, 2014 The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (Parliament of  
Ukraine) adopted the Law № 742-VII which reestablishes the action of certain 
statements of the Constitution of Ukraine. The Verkhovna Rada Chairman 
Oleksandr Turchynov, acting President of Ukraine, signed the law.

In accordance with Article 6 of the Law it comes into force on the day following 
the day of its publication.

The Law was published in special edition of the newspaper «Voice of Ukraine» 
on March, 1, 2014, and came into power on March, 2, 2014.

Let’s fi nd out whether Oleksandr Turchynov had the right to sign the adopted 
Law in view of the above-stated and following the Constitution. For visualization, 
I composed a comparative table which will help to clarify the issue.

«Voice of Ukraine» № 39 (5789) - special edition on March, 1, 2014
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Comparative table

The Constitution
valid through window during 01.03.14

The Constitution
eff ective 02.03.14

Article 112. In case of an early 
termination of powers of President of 
Ukraine according to articles 108, 109, 
110, 111 of the present Constitution 
the fulfi llment of his duties for the 
period before electing and assumption 
of Presidency is assigned to Prime 
Minister of Ukraine. Prime Minister of 
Ukraine cannot fulfi ll powers provided 
by paragraphs 2, 6, 8, 10, 11 , 12, 14, 
15, 16, 22, 25, 27 of article 106 of the 
present Constitution.

Article 112. In case of an early 
termination of powers of President 
of Ukraine according to articles 
108, 109, 110, 111 of the present 
Constitution the fulfi llment of his 
dutiesfor the period before electing 
and assumption of Presidency is 
assigned to the Head of Verkhovna 
Rada of Ukraine. The Head of 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 
cannot fulfi ll powers provided by 
paragraphs 2, 6-8, 10-13, 22, 24, 25, 
27, 28 of article 106 of Constitution 
of Ukraine.

Article 114. The Cabinet of Ministers 
consists of the Prime Minister of 
Ukraine, First Vice Prime Minister, 
three Vice Prime Ministers, Ministers. 

Prime Minister of Ukraine is appointed 
by President with the consent of 
more than a half of constitutional 
composition of Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine.

Personal composition of the Cabinet 
of Ministers is appointed by President 
of Ukraine on presentation of Prime 
Minister of Ukraine.

Article 114. The Cabinet of Ministers 
consists of the Prime Minister of 
Ukraine, First Vice Prime Minister, 
three Vice Prime Ministers, 
Ministers.

Prime Minister of Ukraine is 
appointed by Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine on presentation of President 
of Ukraine.

The candidacy for the appointment of 
the Prime Minister is introduced by 
President of Ukraine on the proposal 
of the coalition of parliamentary 
factions in the Verkhovna Rada 
of Ukraine formed in accordance 
with Article 83 of Constitution of 
Ukraine, or parliamentary faction, 
which includes the majority of 
people›s deputies of Ukraine of 
the constitutional composition of 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.
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In the table I have compared two versions of Ukraine’s Constitution as the basic law of 
the country. One of the versions that we can call the «Constitution of Yanukovych» had 
been valid until March, 1, 2014. The second one has been in force from March, 2, 
2014 until now and we will call it the «Constitution of Poroshenko».

The so-called «Constitution of Yanukovych» provided for the presidential-
parliamentary government, while the so-called «Constitution of Poroshenko» – for 
the parliamentary-presidential government. This detail forms the main idea of 
Ukraine’s basic law and clarifi es whether the changes, that have taken place, have had 
any sense and legal force.

So, in line with article 112 of the «Constitution of Yanukovych», in case of early 
termination of powers of Ukraine’s President, the Prime Minister of Ukraine will fulfi ll 
his duties. This constitutional provision had been valid till March, 1, 2014.

Thus, until March, 1, 2014, in the absence of the President of Ukraine all the laws 
adopted by the Parliament could be signed only by the Prime Minister as the interim 
president. So Turchynov as the Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada had no legal power to 
sign laws adopted by the Parliament including the Law of Ukraine «On restoring specifi c 
provisions of the Constitution of Ukraine». The Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada gained 
the constitutional powers of the Acting President of Ukraine on March, 2, 2014 after 
amendments to the Constitution had come into force. Moreover, only the Ukrainian 
President or Acting President represented by the Prime Minister of Ukraine 
had the right to sign such amendments according to Chapter XIII of the 
Ukrainian Constitution. Thus, Turchinov as the Chairman of the Verkhovna 
Rada signed the Law without any constitutional powers to do it.

Resolution of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine

“On conferring powers of the President of Ukraine on the Chairman of the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine according to article 112 of the Constitution of 

Ukraine”
(Vedomosti of Verkhovna Rada, 2014, №11, art.163)

Given that President of Ukraine V.Yanukovych withdrew from performing the 
constitutional powers, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine hereby resolves:

1. To confer the powers of the President of Ukraine on Chairman of the Verkhovna 
Rada of Ukraine Turchynov Oleksandr Valentinovych according to article 112 of 
the Constitution of Ukraine.

2. The given Resolution shall enter into force upon its adoption.

Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
O.Turchinov
Kiev
February, 23, 2014
№764-VII
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It should be reminded that February 23 Olexandr Turchynov was elected 
acting President of Ukraine and February, 25 the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 
empowered him to sign the Laws of Ukraine.

But in accordance with article 112 of the Constitution working at that period, the 
Verkhovna Rada was not entitled to assign President of Ukraine duties to 
Turchinov because until March, 2, 2014 such duties could be assigned to the 
Prime Minister only.

Furthermore, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine is not vested with constitutional 
right to empower the President or an acting President to sign the Laws adopted 
by the Verkhovna Rada. Under section V of the Constitution of Ukraine 
the President or the Prime Minister, as the acting President in accordance with 
the Main Law, has the duties to sign the Laws. No additional decisions on the 
part of the Verkhovna Rada are required.

RESOLUTION 
of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine

“On authorizing Acting President of Ukraine, 
Chairman of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine Turchinov 

O.V to sign the laws of Ukraine”
(Vedomosti of Verkhovna Rada, 2014, №11, art.176)

The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine hereby resolves:

To authorize the acting President of Ukraine, Chairman of the VerkhovnaRada of 
Ukraine Turchinov O.V. to sign the laws of Ukraine adopted since February 21, 2014 
over the period till the respective powers of the President of Ukraine emerge.

The given Resolution shall enter into force upon its adoption.

Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
O.Turchinov

Kiev
February, 25, 2014
№788-VII
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RESOLUTION 
Of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine

On the appointment of Yatsenyuk A. P. as the Prime Minister of Ukraine
(Vedomosti of the Verkhovna Rada (VVR), 2014, № 11, art.177)

In accordance with paragraph 12 part I article 85 and part II article 114 of the 
Constitution of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada hereby resolves:

1.To appoint Arseni Petrovich Yatsenyuk Prime Minister of Ukraine.
2.The present decision becomes valid since adopted.

Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine                                                      A.Turchinov

Kiev
February, 27, 2014
№ 800-VII

THE VERHOVNA RADA HAS 
ELECTED THE NEW GOVERNMENT

Thursday, February, 27, 2014, 15:12

The Verhovna Rada has elected the new Cabinet.

The new government which is led by Arseni Yatsenyuk consists of First Vice Prime 
Minister Vitaly Yarema (will be responsible for law-enforcement and power blocks):

Vice Prime Minister Alexander Sych; 
Vice Prime Minister – minister in charge of regional policy and housing and public 
utilities – Vladimir Groisman; 
Justice Minister Pavel Petrenko.
The Ministry of Finance - Oleksandr Shlapak;
Minister of economy - Pavlo Sheremeta;
The Minister of education - Sergiy Kvit;
The Ministry Of Social Policy - Lyudmila Denisova;
The Ministry Of Environment - Andrew Mokhnik;
Minister of culture - Evgeny Nischuk;
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In accordance with article 114 of the Yanukovych Constitution, which was valid 
until March, 1, 2014, the President of Ukraine appoints both the 
Prime Minister and the members of the Cabinet of Ministers. If the 
Poroshenko Constitution changes were constitutional, the parliament would 
have been empowered to appoint the Prime Minister and the Cabinet since 
March, 2, 2014. Thus, appointing Yatsenyuk Prime Minister of Ukraine and 
electing  new members of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine February, 27, 
2014 contradicted the Constitution valid at that time.

Section XIII of the Constitution of Ukraine creates the procedure of 
alterations to the Constitution of Ukraine. The Constitution validity provisions 
restoration law was introduced to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and adopted 
with a fl agrant violation of the procedure.

So, in accordance with article 154 of the Constitution of Ukraine, a Constitution 
alteration bill can be introduced to the Verkhovna Rada by the President of 
Ukraine or by not less than one third of the membership of the deputies (150 
persons). However, contrary to the Constitution of Ukraine, the last-mentioned 
law was introduced by 3 deputies: Yatsenyuk, Klichko and Tyagnibok. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF UKRAINE

Article 154. A draft law on introducing amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine 
may be submitted to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine by the President of Ukraine, 
or by no fewer National Deputies of Ukraine than one-third of the constitutional 
composition of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. 

Article 155. A draft law on introducing amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine, 
with the exception of Chapter I — «General Principles,» Chapter III — «Elections. 
Referendum,» and Chapter XIII — «Introducing Amendments to the Constitution of 
Ukraine,» previously adopted by the majority of the constitutional composition of the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, is deemed to be adopted, if at the next regular session 
of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, no less than two-thirds of the constitutional 
composition of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine have voted in favour thereof. 

Article 156. A draft law on introducing amendments to Chapter I — «General 
Principles,» Chapter III — «Elections. Referendum,» and Chapter XIII — 
«Introducing Amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine» is submitted to the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine by the President of Ukraine, or by no less than two-
thirds of the constitutional composition of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, and 
on the condition that it is adopted by no less than two-thirds of the constitutional 
composition of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, and is approved by an All-Ukrainian 
referendum designated by the President of Ukraine. 

The repeat submission of a draft law on introducing amendments to Chapters I, 
III and XIII of this Constitution on one and the same issue is possible only to the 
Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the next convocation. 

Article 157. The Constitution of Ukraine shall not be amended, if the amendments 
foresee the abolition or restriction of human and citizens’ rights and freedoms, or 
if they are oriented toward the liquidation of the independence or violation of the 
territorial and visibility of Ukraine. 

The Constitution of Ukraine shall not be amended in conditions of martial law or a 
state of emergency. 

Article 158. A draft law on introducing amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine, 
considered by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and not adopted, may be submitted 
to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine no sooner than one year from the day of the 
adoption of the decision on this draft law. 

Within the term of its authority, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine shall not amend 
twice the same provisions of the Constitution. 

{See in the resolution of the Constitutional Court № 8-рп/98 of 09/06/1998 an 
official commetary of the regulation of part 2 article 158}

Article 159. A draft law on introducing amendments to the Constitution of Ukraine 
is considered by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine upon the availability of an opinion 
of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine on the conformity of the draft law with the 
requirements of Articles 157 and 158 of this Constitution.

{See in the resolution of the Constitutional Court № 8-рп/98 of 09/06/1998 an 
official commetary of article 158}
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In accordance with Article 155 of The Constitution of Ukraine a draft law 
on introducing amendments to the Constitution must be under voting of 
the Verkhovna Rada twice: fi rst time it must be preliminarily approved by 
a majority of the constitutional composition (226 members) and later, to be 
concerned as adopted, not less than 2/3 of the constitutional composition of the 
parliament (more than 300 members) must vote for it at the regular session. 
But there was a voting only in the fi rst reading and the Law was 
adopted at once. There were neither a second consideration nor a 
second voting.

In accordance with Article 159 of the Constitution of Ukraine a draft law 
on introducing amendments to the Constitution must be considered by the 
Verkhovna Rada with the conclusion of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine 
concerning the compliance of a draft law with the requirements of Articles 
157 and 158 of the Constitution. The above mentioned Law wasn’t sent 
to the Constitutional Court where it wasn’t considered and there 
weren’t any conclusions made.

The Constitutional Court already made its № 8-рп/98  decision  on the issue of 
June, 9, 1998, case №1-26/98 at the constitutional proposal of the President of 
Ukraine concerning the offi  cial interpretation of the statements of the second 
part of Article 158 and Article 159 of the Constitution of Ukraine.

In particular, in paragraph 2 of the decision,  the Constitutional Court clearly 
pointed out the following:

«The statements of Article 159 of the Constitution of Ukraine should 
be interpreted so as a draft law on introducing amendments to the 
Constitution of Ukraine in accordance with Articles 154 and 156 of 
the Constitution of Ukraine can be considered by the Verkhovna 
Rada of Ukraine ONLY with the presence of a conclusion of the 
Constitutional Court of Ukraine which states that the draft complies 
the requirements of Articles 157 and 158 of the Constitution of 
Ukraine».

This very decision of the Court was included in the text of the 
Constitution in accordance with Article 150 of the Constitution of 
Ukraine and it is binding for fulfi llment on the territory of Ukraine, 
fi nal and cannot be disputed.
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The «Cover» operation

The Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, its placeholders and people’s deputies couldn’t 
have misunderstood their committing a crime called «coup d’etat». To give a 
constitutional nature to their actions, they adopted the Act № 750-VII February, 
22, 2014. According to this Act the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine returned a former 
Constitution, i.e. it declared those constitutional provisions, adopted during the 
5th session of the Verkhovna Rada on June, 28, 1996, including amendments 
and additions introduced to the Main Law of Ukraine, № 2222-VI dated 
8.12.2004, № 2952-VI dated 01.02.2011, № 586-VII dated 19.09.2013. These 
actions let them temporarily entrust with duties of the Ukrainian president to 
Olexandr Turchynov, the chairman of the Verkhovna Rada.
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Therefore, for the first time in history of Ukraine the Parliament introduced 
amendments to the Constitution according to the Act, but not to the 
Law, which is the violation of the article VII of the Constitution of 
Ukraine. It is a serious violation of the special procedure in adopting such 
changes according to the articles 154, 155, 156, 157, 158, 159 of the Ukrainian 
Constitution.

The above mentioned Act of the Verkhovna Rada was illegally inserted to 
the Constitution, thereby it comes into collision with the decision of the 
Constitutional Court. The deputies realized the illegality of their actions, as 
they pointed out in the text of the Act, «…that the compliance of the 
procedure of making amendments, established by the Ukrainian 
Constitution, the XIII chapter, is one of the basic conditions of the 
legitimacy of the constitutional order in Ukraine».
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The Constitutional Court of Ukraine acknowledged the Ukrainian Law 
№2222-VI of 8.12.2004 to be unconstitutional by its decision №20-np-
rp/2010 dated 30.09.2010.

According to the article 150 of the Constitution of Ukraine, the decisions of the 
Constitutional Court of Ukraine  are fi nal, binding for fulfi llment on the territory 
of Ukraine, and cannot be disputed. 

Having strongly violated the above mentioned constitutional standard and 
paragraph 1 of article 85 of the Constitution of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada 
of Ukraine, by its resolution, acknowledged the same Law of Ukraine 
№2222-VI, dated 8.12.2004, in force within the territory of the 
country and therefore canceled the decision of the Constitutional 
Court.

{The Law of Ukraine № 2222-IV dated 08.12.2004 declared to be inadequate to the 
Constitution of Ukraine (unconstitutional) according to the decision of the Constitutional 

Court of Ukraine №20-рп/2010 dated 30.09.2010, resulting from the breach of 
constitutional procedure of its consideration and acceptance.}

Provisions of the Constitution of Ukraine, adopted during the fi fth session of Verkhovna 
Rada of Ukraine June 28, 1996, as amended and supplemented by the laws of Ukraine 

№ 2222-IV dated 08.12.2004, № 2952-VI dated 01.02.2011, № 586-VII dated 19.03.2013 
recognized in force on the territory of Ukraine by the act of Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine № 

750-VII dated 22.02.2014
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Impeachment of the President

On October,22, 2014 the Parliament adopted the resolution on: 

«Self-removal of President of Ukraine from performing the Presidential 
constitutional powers and the call of early elections of the President of Ukraine».

Notably there are no references to the Constitution articles on whose grounds 
this Parliamentary decision was taken.  The text only mentions the rationale – 
«self-withdrawal of President from implementing the Constitutional 
powers».  

Let’s  see the Constitution of Ukraine.
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Article 108 of the Constitution of Ukraine carries rationale for early termination 
of the powers of the President of Ukraine:

1. resignation;
2. inability to exercise his or her powers for reasons of health; 
3. removal from offi  ce in the case of impeachment;
4. death.

The listing is succinct and there is no such notion as «self-withdrawal from 
implementing the constitutional powers».

Articles 109,110, 111 of the Ukrainian Constitution strictly regulate the 
procedure of removing the President from performing the duties pursuant to the 
above mentioned grounds.   None of those falls within the Regulation adopted.

Thus, lawfully elected on February, 22, 2014 the President of Ukraine was 
unconstitutionally removed from power on February,22, 2014. To my mind, 
such removal of President from power is illegal and violates the constitutional 
rights of the citizens of Ukraine. 
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Poroshenko himself admitted the fact of the coup. In his Twitter August, 22, 
2016 he wrote:

«First we overthrew Yanukovych’s marionette regime…»

Thus, concerning the calling of the early presidential election May 
25,2014, the Resolution of the Verkhovna Rada is illegal.

In accordance with article 109 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, the actions 
aimed at violent alteration or overthrowing the constitutional system or at 
seizing governmental power (a coup) are felonious. 
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Such a statement made by Poroshenko on his Twitter in jurisprudence is 
regarded as a guilty plea.
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The lost constitutional variant 
of developments

In February, 2014, Ukraine entered a severe political crisis. Acting in 
consultation with international community involved, a solution to the crisis 
was found. February 21, 2014, the President of Ukraine, the leaders of the 
opposition, the Ministers of Foreign Aff airs of France, Germany and Poland 
signed an agreement, which created:

1. resumption of the 2004 Constitution within 48 hours;

2. conducting a constitutional reform;

3. early election of the President of Ukraine not later than December, 

2014, in accordance with the new election law and the new membership 

of the central electoral commission;

4. an investigation of acts of violence under the monitoring of the European 

Council;

5. the obligation of the government not to declare state of emergency;

6. the obligation of the government to abstain from force using methods;

7. the amnesty of all the participants of Maidan movement;

8. turning in illegally kept weapons within 24 hours.

At those days it was the only right solution to the crisis in Ukraine, worked 
out by all the sides of the conflict, under the condition that the 
alteration of the Constitution is strictly complies with the Main 
Law of Ukraine.
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The text of the Agreement on the settlement of the 
Ukrainian crisis

Friday. February, 21, 2014.

Concerned about the incidents of killings in Ukraine
And wishing to immediately stop the bloodshed,
Looking forward to keeping on making the way to political settlement of the crisis,
We, the undersigned, have agreed on the following:

1. Within the 48 hours after signing this agreement, the special law on restoring the 2004 Ukrainian 
Constitution with all the amendments submitted before will be adopted, signed and published. The 
signatories declare the intentions of creating a coalition and forming a national unity government 
within the 10 days after it.

2. The Constitutional reform, which would balance the delegated powers of the President, the 
Government and the Parliament, will be launched at once and it should be fi nished in September, 
2014.

3. The Presidential elections will be held at once on adopting the new Ukrainian Constitution, 
but not later than in December, 2014. The new electoral law will be adopted, as well as the new 
list of the members of the Central Committee on Elections will be formed on proportional basis 
according to the rules of OSCE and Venice Commission. 

4. The investigation on recent incidents combined with the violence will be carried on under the 
joint monitoring by the government, the opposition and the Council of Europe.

5. The Government will not declare the emergency law. The government and the opposition will 
refrain from the use of force.
The Ukrainian Parliament will adopt the third law on the immunity from the criminal responsibility, 
which would work in case the same crimes are committed, as it was declared in the law signed 
February 17, 2014.
Both sides will make eff orts to normalize the life of civilians in towns and villages by freeing 
administrative buildings from occupation and unblocking the streets and squares.
Illegal small arms should be handed over to Ukrainian Interior Ministry offi  ces within the 24 hours 
since the above-mentioned special law came into force (clause 1 of the Agreement).
After this period of time bearing of all illegal small arms will cause consequences, which are 
described in current Ukrainian legislation. The Opposition and the Government forces will stop 
opposing each other. The Government will use the law-enforcement units only to protect the 
administrative and governmental buildings.

6. Foreign Ministers of France, Germany, Poland and the Special Envoy of the President of the 
Russian Federation call for the immediate stop of violence and opposing.

Kiev. February 21, 2014.

Signatories:

The President of Ukraine – Victor Yanukovich

The Opposition:

Head of ‘UDAR’ political party – Vitaliy Klichko;
Head of ‘Batkivshchyna’ political party – Arseniy Yatseniuk;
Head of ‘Svoboda’ political party – Oleg Tyagnibok.
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Witnessed by:

For the EU : 
German Foreign Minister  - Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 
Polish Foreign Minister -  Radoslaw Sikorsky 
and the Head of the European Department of the French Foreign Ministry - Laurent Fabius.
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EU welcomes the signing of the agreement between 
authorities and opposition in Ukraine

Friday, February, 21, 2014, 18:08      

EU welcomes the signing of the agreement between the President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovich 
and the opposition.

The President of the European Commission José Manuel Barroso said in a statement the document 
will help achieve peace in Ukraine.

“I welcome the agreement between the President of Ukraine and opposition leaders - assisted by 
the foreign ministers of Poland, Germany and France from the side of the EU – regarding the 
roadmap for a political settlement of the crisis. It is an important step to avoid violence and further 
bloodshed, to peace and stability in the country and a restoration of the political process”, said 
Barroso.

The President of the European Commission is convinced that the agreement has to be implemented 
without a delay.

“The international community has an obligation and responsibility to support this process. The EU 
will continue assist this eff ort and remains faithful supporting economic and political reforms in 
Ukraine” – said the statement.
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Opposition Leaders: Agreement inked to Prevent 
Country’s Breakdown, Maidan is the Guarantee

Friday, February, 21, 2014

Opposition leaders said they had signed an agreement with President Viktor to stop violence and prevent 
Ukraine from falling apart.
In this context, after getting out of the President Administration, Arseniy Yatsenyuk told the reporters:
“We have signed the agreement to prevent the breakdown of the country…to save lives of people…to keep our 
country safe.”
In his words, that agreement “provided for early elections, Yanukovych is deprived of dictatorial powers, there 
will be an international investigation”.
“Of course, such an agreement is not enough, but it is the fi rst step for peaceful settlement”, - said Yatsenyuk.
Answering the question how long the Maidan will stand, he said: “the Maidan is a guarantee of the agreement 
implementation. The Maidan is the people`s will. And when the people feel that the justice is obtained in 
Ukraine, they will make a decision”.
Answering more defi ne questions whether people would stand till December and presumably what date the 
elections could be set on, Yatsenyuk said there is no trust in the President – that is why Europeans became 
guarantors of the agreement implementation.
He hopes the Maidan will perceive the signing of the agreement and it won`t attack State institutions regardless 
of the Maidan Council decision, as it was on February, 18.
“There is no sense to attack, because there is our majority in the parliament… And we must implement fast what 
the country and the Maidan want”, - said  Yatsenyuk.
The “Batkivshchyna” leader also said, the opposition “has already taken on responsibility and personally he is 
ready for further steps”.
Vitaliy Klichko said the agreement was signed to stop bloodshed, not to split the country and to capture the 
powers of the president Yanukovych.
Oleg Tyahnybok was talking about the Constitution restitution without any discussion.
As expected, besides the restitution of the 2004 Constitution, the Verkhovna Rada wil pass a law on the discharge 
of arrested persons and on early elections.

Sikorsky: Agreement Approved by God Himself
Friday, February, 21, 2014

Poland’s Foreign Minister feels glad with the agreement signed by the authorities and opposition. 
The God himself approves of it, he says.
He made this statement addressing the journalists near the President’s Administration in Kiev.
“When we were entering this building 24 hours ago, we could see the smoke. Now the weather is 
fi ne here, so the God approves of this agreement”, said the Polish minister.
This is the best agreement that we could sign. It gives Ukraine a chance to return to peace, the 
Polish Minister stressed.
He noticed that the agreement was not the end of the process but its beginning.
Answering the journalists’ questions about how the agreement was taken by Maidan, Sikorski 
reported that the Maidan Council had approved the document by an overwhelming majority of 
votes.
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In the above publications the European Union has approved the agreements.

The Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorsky said «This agreement was 
approved by God himself» and warned the opposition that rejection will 
turn into violence and blood. The opposition leaders said they «…signed 
the agreement not to split the country», and the «Maidan» is a guarantor 
of the implementation of the agreement.

Under the agreement, on February, 21 the authorities withdrew troops and special 
forces from the center of Kiev. However, part of the ‘Maidan’ leaders violated their 
obligations and perpetrated a coup d’etat.

Thus they violated the fundamental constitutional law – any power 
change only through elections.

Sikorsky tries to persuade the Maidan Council, says 
everyone will die

Friday, February, 21, 2014, 19:17 

Speaking at the Maidan Council session the Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorsky 
said the agreement has to be supported, otherwise everyone will die.

The corresponding footage made by an ITV News journalist appeared on Friday.
Exiting the talks he said, ‘If you do not support us, you will have an Emergency, will 
have the army. You will all die’, said Sikorsky.

Sikorsky addressed his words to Alexey Garan.  Alexey Garan told the Ukrainskaya 
Pravda they were talking a possible solution to the situation.

‘I spoke at the session and I said that from our side we wanted to make more demands 
to Yanukovych in this agreement. At the session he said it was the maximum that can be 
done. But he said it turns the country away from the war’, said Garan.

During the session Sikorski stated that as a Pole he remembered the emergency state 
declared in Poland, he remembered many people suff er. At that time I came up and said 
that as a Pole, he had to know well what the Munich Agreement was. That Agreement 
opened a way to the absorption of Czechoslovakia in the beginning of the Second World 
War, he said.

I told him I hoped that it won’t happen. He said that I was mistaken and that that turned 
the country away from a bloody confl ict. I answered that we will hope so, explained 
Garan.
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The aftermath of the coup

• Illegal reversion of the Constitution;
• Illegal removal of the elected President of Ukraine from office;
• Illegal appointment of the Acting President;
• Illegal holding of the new Presidential elections;
• Illegal forming of the new government;
• Illegal dismissing of the Ukrainian Parliament of the 7-th convention;
• Civil war, illegal use of the state’s Armed Forces against its own citizens;
• Other steps taken against the people, which resulted in 

impoverishment of the population (tariffs, prices, inflation etc.)

The actions of the individuals, who are connected with taking 
and fulfilling the above-mentioned decisions and steps, cause 
the criminal responsibility described in the article 109 of the 
Ukrainian Criminal Law – ‘Actions to forcefully change or 
overthrow the Constitutional System of the state or to illegally 
seize the power’ (the coup).

These facts indicate that the coup d’etat in Ukraine resulted in usurpation of 
power, thus violating Article 5 of the Constitution of Ukraine, which states «the 
people are the bearers of sovereignty and the only source of power in Ukraine. 
The people exercise power directly and through bodies of state power and 
bodies of local self-government (part 2). The right to determine and change 
the constitutional order in Ukraine belongs exclusively to the people 
and can not be usurped by the State, its bodies or offi  cials (part 3)».

In accordance with the resolution of the Constitutional Court of Ukraine, dated 
October 5, 2005 (№ 6-рп/2005), in connection with the offi  cial interpretation 
of the provisions of Part 1 of Article 103 of the Constitution of Ukraine 
in the context of the provisions of Article 5 and Article 156, the Court 
brought in the offi  cial interpretation of the provisions of Parts 2,3,4 of Article 
5 of the Constitution of Ukraine. In particular, as to clauses 4.4 and 4.5 the 
Constitutional Court pointed out that “the Constitution prohibits usurpation 
of the right to determine and change the constitutional order in Ukraine by the 
State, its bodies or offi  cials, with this right belonging exclusively to the people 
of Ukraine.
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Usurpation, in this regard, means appropriation of the right to 
make amendments to the Constitution by the above mentioned 
subjects by means that violate the order, envisaged in Part XIII of 
the Constitution of Ukraine... Hence, all actions of the State, its bodies and 
offi  cials that lead to usurpation of the people’s exclusive right to determine and 
change constitutional order in Ukraine must be considered unconstitutional 
and illegal. 

Having considered the provisions of Part 4 of Article 5 of the Constitution 
of Ukraine  in which «no one can usurp state power», in systemic connection 
with provisions of Parts 2 and 3 of Article 5 and the other provisions of the 
Constitution, the Constitutional Court of Ukraine pointed out the following: 
“Usurpation of state power must be interpreted as unconstitutional 
or illegal seizure of state power by state bodies, offi  cials, civilians 
and groups of civilians. 

The Constitutional Court of Ukraine fixed that “the guarantee of preventing 
usurpation of state power must be the Constitutional principles of exercising 
State power on the basis of its division into legislative, executive, and judicial 
power (Part 1, Article 6 of the Constitution of Ukraine) as well as the provisions, 
according to which State power, its bodies and offi  cials are obliged 
to act only on the grounds, within the limits of authority, and in 
the manner envisaged by the Constitution and the laws of Ukraine 
(Part 2, Article 19 of the Constitution of Ukraine).

Also, in accordance with Part 2 of Article 6 of the Constitution of Ukraine 
«bodies of legislative, executive, and judicial power exercise their 
authority within the limits established by this Constitution and in 
accordance with the laws of Ukraine». 

According to Article 8 of the Constitution of Ukraine «the Constitution of 
Ukraine has the highest legal force. Laws and other normative legal 
acts are adopted on the basis of the Constitution of Ukraine and must 
conform to it». 

But Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine not only ignored the above mentioned 
constitutional norms, but it also failed to implement the provisions of Article 
79 of the Constitution of Ukraine, according to which people’s deputies in their 
offi  cial oath swear to «abide by the Constitution of Ukraine and the 
laws of Ukraine».
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It’s known that usurpated regime always bear illegal decisions. As the result of 
it we have a split in our country, a civil war, a high level of committed crimes, 
the loss of the Crimea, the breakdown of the economy, total impoverishment 
of the society.

OUR GOAL  IS 
TO RETURN POWER TO THE PEOPLE

1. PEACE TO EVERY HOUSE.
2. KINDNESS TO EVERYONE.
3. TRUTH TO ALL.

OUR WAY IS TOTAL RESTART OF POWER

EARLY PRESIDENTIAL AND 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN UKRAINE.

OUR MEANS IS PEACEFUL

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT 
DATED FEBRUARY, 21, 2014, TAKING INTO 

ACCOUNT PRESENT REALITIES
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